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Miscellaneous

Operating Procedures for Trade Community Regarding
Implementation of the Wood Packaging Materials (WPM) Regulation
Background

Phased Compliance

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has revised its import
regulation for wood packaging materials (WPM), 7 CFR § 319.
The final rule was posted in the Federal Register September 16,
2004, with an effective date of September 16, 2005.

CBP conducted a special operation during the month of July
2005 to determine the baseline level of WPM compliance. Based
on examination results, CBP will perform phased-in compliance
enforcement of the USDA WPM regulation.

The regulation requires regulated WPM used in international
trade to be treated to kill harmful insects that may be present.
WPM must be marked with the International Plant Protection
Convention (IPPC) logo, the two-letter International Organization
for Standardization (ISO) code for the country that treated the
WPM, the treatment facility number assigned by the national
plant protection organization, and either the abbreviation HT
(heat treatment) or MB (methyl bromide). The rule states that
regulated wood packaging materials must be marked in a visible
location on each article, preferably on at least two opposite sides
of the article, with a legible and permanent mark that indicates
that the article meets the new requirements. Paper treatment
certificates will no longer be required or accepted.
The regulation restricts the importation of many types of wood
articles, including wooden packaging materials such as pallets,
crates, boxes, and pieces of wood used to support or brace cargo.
The regulations currently refer to these types of wood packaging
materials as solid wood packing materials, defined as ‘‘wood
packing material other than loose wood packing material, used
or for use with cargo to prevent damage, including, but not
limited to, dunnage, crating, pallets, packing blocks, drums,
cases, and skids.’’ Effective September 16, 2005, the U.S. regulation allows non-compliant regulated WPM to be reexported.
CBP recognizes that the usage of this term may be confusing. For
purposes of CBP implementation of the USDA regulation,
“reexport” will refer to the immediate export of violative WPM
and, where the violative WPM cannot be separated from the
accompanying merchandise, the immediate export of the violative WPM and any accompanying merchandise. By regulation,
no treatment options for WPM being imported into the United
States are available.
For the purposes of this rule, WPM imported as cargo, such as a
container or truckload of new or unused pallets, will still be
considered WPM and subject to the rule. Its status as merchandise
is irrelevant.
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Phase I, beginning September 16, 2005, will be an informed
compliance period, with no stoppage or reexport of shipments
for non-compliant WPM. During this phase, all visual exams of
cargo performed by CBP Officers or Agriculture Specialists will
include a WPM component. If WPM are present and are not
marked as having been treated, the broker and the importer will
be informed of the non-compliance and given further information.
Phase II, beginning February 1, 2006, will continue informed
compliance measures on all regulated WPM except pallets and
crates. CBP will begin full enforcement of the ban on violative
pallets and crates. Beginning with Phase II, reexport of all
shipments containing violative pallets or crates will be ordered
if the Port Director determines that it is not feasible to separate
merchandise from the violative WPM. IT and T&E shipments
found to contain violative WPM will not be permitted to transit.
All expenses incurred for the services of CBP Officers and
Agriculture Specialists involved in the separation of cargo will
be billed to the importer or other party of interest. WPM and
associated merchandise will be exported at the expense of the
importer or other party of interest.
Phase III, beginning July 5, 2006, will represent full enforcement
of the WPM ban regulated by 7 CFR § 319. CBP will no longer
conduct informed compliance at the shipment level. In Phase III,
reexport of all shipments containing violative WPM will be
ordered if the Port Director determines that it is not feasible to
separate merchandise from the violative WPM. IT and T&E
shipments found to contain violative WPM will not be permitted
to transit. All expenses incurred for the services of CBP Officers
and Agriculture Specialists involved in the separation of cargo
will be billed to the importer or other party of interest. WPM and
associated merchandise will be exported at the expense of the
importer of other party of interest.
Details of Phase I, II & III including FAQs and other pertinent
information is available at www.cbp.gov
(Source : www.plantquarantineindia.org)
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