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It is, indeed, an honour for me to welcome you all to the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the Engineering Export Promotion Council. Today, is also the 110th birth anniversary of one of India’s great sons - Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. I pay my humble tribute to that great revolutionary.

On this momentous occasion, let us recall those memorable words of our first Prime Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru as he addressed the nation at the stroke of the midnight hour of our independence. In that famous “Tryst with Destiny” speech, exhorting his fellow citizens to work hard, Pandit Nehru said and I quote, 

“we have hard work ahead. 

There is no resting for any one of us till we redeem our pledge in full, 

till we make all the people of India what destiny intended them to be. 

We are citizens of a great country on the verge of bold advance, 

and we have to live up to that high standard…..” 

Unquote.
Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, the Fifty Years of EEPC is in many ways redeeming a pledge that Pandit Nehru made to the nation. And what better way to celebrate this occasion today in the midst of another legend of our times. Respected Rashtrapatiji, we are honoured by your inspiring presence and we seek your blessings. We take pride in your seminal contributions to make India a technological power. The Technology Vision 2020 prepared under your Chairmanship of TIFAC has given us a road map for transforming India to a developed nation by 2020.
Shri Kamal Nathji, our Patron-in-Chief, is a source of strength for the EEPC. Sir, we salute your call to “address the prevalent imbalances and asymmetries in the global economic system”. You are on target, Sir, when you say that 

“while the professed objective is greater openness in all aspects of trade, in practice, this objective is observed in a highly selective manner that reflects the predilections and concerns of the developed countries”.

Your Excellencies, on 10th October, 1955, the then Commerce & Industry Minister, Shri T.T. Krishnamachari inaugurating the new born EEPC urged Indian exporters to realize that exports by themselves serve no purpose unless they induced imports. Mercantilism was not espoused by our leaders even during those early years of India’s industrialization!
Recounting EEPC’s historical progress in the last fifty years is a daunting task. A time span when India’s engineering exports rose from $10 million to $20 billion, a 2000 fold increase and an export share that grew from half percent in India’s total exports to 20%.  

Today, India’s engineering export contributes the largest to our foreign exchange kitty and is the single largest sector accounting for a fifth of India’s total exports basket. Engineering goods enjoy 30.5% weight in the Industrial Production Index; 29.9% share of total investment; and most importantly 30.6% share in employment. 

In the initial years, the Council carried out detailed market survey, explored foreign markets and promoted Indian goods abroad. EEPC organized its first engineering exhibition in Singapore in 1977.  Today, we organize wholly Indian exhibitions regularly overseas. The first Sub-Contracting Conference was organized in Paris in1980 and then in Tokyo in 1982. 

We celebrated our Silver Jubilee on 17th August 1981, befittingly inaugurated by the then President of India, H.E. Shri Neelam Sanjiva Reddy. Permit me, your Excellencies, to share a pleasant coincidence: it was my father Shri G.D.Shah, who is present here today, who was the Chairman when EEPC celebrated its silver jubilee. Today, I feel twice blessed and humbly thank providence for giving me the honour to be the Chairman of EEPC on its golden jubilee.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, before the world became flat, to paraphrase Thomas Friedman, the 1991 economic reforms brought a paradigm shift in the way we operated. We emerged as a service led organization. We became the first Export Promotion Council to obtain ISO certification. We opened the India Engineering Centre in Chicago in 2005; we organized the India Pavilion at Hannover Messe in April 2006 where India was the Partner country and are now concentrating on value added services.  

Such remarkable strides would not have been possible without the vision and foresight displayed by our distinguished former Chairmen and our founding fathers, in particular, the leadership of our first Chairman, Late Shri D.N. Jalan. No words can express our gratitude to our former Chairmen who led us during the last five decades. It was their dedication, commitment and acumen that has made what EEPC is today. On this occasion, we pledge to them to continue on the glorious path and seek their blessings in our endeavour.

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, looking ahead, our theme is “Engineering the Future”. Our vision is to make trade and investment as means of sustainable economic development and employment generation. 60% of our members belong to the SME sector. Our aim is to empower our SME members to compete globally and enhance their skills to develop core competencies. 

Engineering Process Outsourcing or EPO is an area which has immense potential. A strategic vision document is in the offing that will set the roadmap for promotion of EPO. We also believe there is enormous potential in developing an e-trade infrastructure that can offer dynamic trade, investments and joint venture opportunities. 

Excellencies, after climbing a great hill, one only finds that there are many more hills to climb. These prophetic words of Hon’ble Nelson Mandela resonate in those of us who work for EEPC.

Let me conclude by expressing our gratitude to Rashtrapatiji, Shri Kamal Nathji, our former Chairmen and all the dignitaries present today.  

May I, once again, welcome and also extend my grateful thanks to our beloved Rashtrapatiji for his august presence.

Thank you.
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